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Presidential Notes
By LoAn Nguyen, President

It’s mid-September and only a matter of days before
the cooler weather arrives. I have actually noticed a
drop of at least one or two degrees in the tempera-
ture and humidity level! Soon the leaves will be
changing colors and the little squirrels will be busy
storing acorn nuts in anticipation of the long, cold
winter ahead. Before long, it will be time to drag out
the thermal underwear and ice scraper! What…? We
don’t need those things here in Florida??!! Hmm.. well
then I guess we will have to settle for a few months of
slightly cooler, perfect top-down driving weather.

The past couple of months have been eventful for
our club. The monthly meetings for June and July at
Molly Goodheads were well attended. We got the
opportunity to pitch in and help a fellow member in
need. We welcomed new faces and said good-bye
to our friend and fellow member Bob Bartlett who
passed away on August 22nd. A few Sun Riders made
up a caravan of six cars for a final top-down drive to
his final resting place. For many of us, Bob will always
be remembered as a dear friend, Miata enthusiast,
dedicated Board Member and loyal Sun Rider who
loved rallies, attended monthly meetings despite his
failing health, and served to inspire us all with his
spirited aspiration to live life to the fullest. Bob
Bartlett, gone but not forgotten.

Our September meeting was held at Tyrone Square
Mazda, thanks to Sonny Gonzales and his General
Manager who graciously provided us with food/
drinks, spacious meeting facilities, and test drives in
the brand new MX-5. As Kathy Davis so eloquently put
it, “In addition to all the excitement of the new Miata,
some new people came on out to this event to join
and meet the group and learn first hand what a great
feeling being a member of this club is. Good food,
good friends and a bit of zoom, zoom.....what more
could you ask for!!”

We look forward to October with several events
lined up, beginning with our picnic on Saturday
October 8 th. The club will provide hamburgers and

hotdogs, drinks, etc. Each member is asked to bring a
side-dish or dessert to share. I will need to finalize the
food budget and start buying groceries, so please
RSVP to me by September 30th, as I will need to know
how much of what to buy. To sign up your dish, please
contact Judy Michaels(dn_mchls@yahoo.com) who is
compiling our Menu. Keith Rolleston is in charge of
games/prizes, so please contact him with ideas
about games and other fun activities that we can do
(besides eating and socializing with fellow members
and guests.) Jonathan Skinner is in charge of direc-
tions, parking, accommodations, etc. Finally, there
will be a rally dedicated to Bob Bartlett’s memory,
which is coordinated by Loren Williams. We have not
had a picnic in a few years, so let’s make this one a
fun and memorable one! Remember to bring a friend!

 Please note that our next Board Meeting date was
changed from October 9 th to October 2nd. This will be
the final Board meeting of the year and undoubtedly
the most important one. As always, members are
encouraged to attend. Please contact me or Secre-
tary Kathy Davis if you wish to include an item on the
Meeting Agenda.

 Saturday October 15th brings another exciting
autocross event to members and motorsports fans.
For more details, please contact Chad Sutton,
Motorsport Director. Pertinent information about our
motorsports program including the schedule of
upcoming events can be found at
www.sunridersmotorsports.com.

 We wind down the month with another Southern Run
on Sunday October 30th. This event is being organized
by Kevin Morrison. Details are still being fine-tuned
but inside sources revealed that it will be a fun event
to include some driving, eating, socializing, eating,
and driving. After much probing, I found out that
“we’ll be heading south!”

Hope to see you at these upcoming events.  Until
then, I wish you many happy and safe miles of Miata
enjoyment.
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Talented New
Leadership
Needed!
Do you like to vote on stuff and make deci-
sions? Do you know a Sunrider or two who
does? Do you want to help make 2006 a phe-
nomenal year for the Club? Well, now’s your
chance! All you need to do is volunteer to be a
candidate or nominate the candidate of your
choice for our 2006 Board of Directors. Member-
ship is the only official qualification.

The following positions are now open for nomi-
nation: President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasure and 2 Board Members. (See below for
basic duties of each position.)

If you are interested in running for a particular
office or want to make a nomination, please
send me an email so that I can include them on
the proposed ballot, which will be presented at
the October meeting. And, that’s not too far
away.

Remember, if you don’t nominate them, we
can’t elect them!

Betty Welker

Ballot Committee Chairperson

Email: bm.welker@verizon.net

President—The president is the official represen-
tative of the club. He/she presides over all
meetings of the membership and the board of
directors and appoints chairpersons for commit-
tees. The president only votes on club business
when his/her vote is required to break a tie.

Vice President—The vice president fills in for the
president whenever he/she is unavailable.
Otherwise, the vice president acts as a voting
member of the board of directors.

Secretary—The secretary is responsible for main-
taining minutes of all meetings and for conduct-
ing written correspondence of the club as
required.

Treasurer—The treasurer keeps the club’s books,
pays the bills, files the receipts, provides the

board with quarterly reports and a thousand
other thankless tasks.

Directors—Directors need to be involved in the
club and attend monthly membership meetings
and quarterly board meetings. Directors are
primarily responsible for making decisions on
club business. This is a very important “entry
level” officer position, but not one which requires
a great deal of time.

PHOTOS FROM AUGUST-SEPTEMBER

Bob's final caravan to Bay Pines.

Sun Riders and family say good-bye to Bob Bartlett.

On a lighter note: LoAn and Fritz examine the new MX-5's
folding top; while Woody eagerly awaited his ride, and
goodness only knows what Kevin was doing under there!
Thanks to Tyrone Square Mazda for the hospitality!
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Event Report -
EnduroCross Part Deux
by Loren Williams

I think we originally had planned to do an
autocross road-trip in September and go crash
some other club’s event.  But, scheduling and
weather problems plagued us earlier in the year,
and we were down two events, so Chad queried
the forum back in July for an event Chairman for
September suggesting the idea of another mem-
bers-only Enduro.  Fritz spoke up and said he’d co-
chair if I would chair… and thus it began.

How DO I get myself suckered into chairing these
events?  That was the question I was beginning to
ask myself early in August when it came time to
start planning for this event.  Then I remembered
that we were doing an Enduro.  I absolutely LOVE
the Enduro format, so I was pretty stoked.  I even
had the added benefit of a proven Enduro course
design that we’d used earlier this year.  Armed
with an exciting plan, I found plenty of motiva-
tion to forge ahead.

The drawback to doing an Enduro-style event is
that it is a very time-inefficient way to run an
autocross.  The goal is for each driver to get runs
that go on for 3-4 minutes (or more) rather than
the usual 30-50 seconds, and as many of them as
possible.  To maximize available course time, we
eliminated ALL breaks and ran constantly from
about 9:30am until 3:00pm.  We did worker
changes “on the fly” and we didn’t break for
lunch.  In the end, 29 drivers each did a 2-lap prac-
tice run and two 6-lap timed runs with run times
varying between about 3.5 and 4 minutes.  That’s
a total of 14 laps for each driver... easily 3
autocrosses worth of course time.  We were all
exhausted by the end of it, but it sure was fun!

Fastest times were dominated by Paul Teasdale
and Chad Sutton in the two Subaru WRX STi’s, both
on street tires.  The course was fairly open with a
lot of sweeping turns, which suited their all-wheel-

drive... and with the way those guys drive, the rest
of us didn’t stand a chance!  But, lest you think it
took big hairy gobs of turbo power and all-wheel-
drive to turn in a good time, right behind those
two was Tony Adams in an early Miata with a com-
pletely stock 1.6 engine and mild suspension work
backed up with incredible skills.  Imagine a lowly
1.6 Miata on street t ires taking FTD at an
autocross... that’s what would have happened
had the two STi guys not shown up!  A mere 6/
100ths of a second behind Tony was Bob Tamandli
in a ’99 Miata on Hoosier autocross tires.  Round-
ing out the top five was a crowd favorite, Kenny
Caniff in his big ol’ ’95 Impala SS.

Big thanks to my co-chairman Fritz Kloepfel, who
ended up not driving in the event due to mechani-
cal problems. (several people offered him cars to
drive, he refused… something about self-punish-
ment for neglecting his car for the past year)  Also
to Don Reese who came out Saturday evening to
help set up the course.  To Mark Cookman and
Charles Starks, who both came out to tend to
Registration and worked all day without driving
in the event.  To my dear wife, Cathy Scola, who
spent most of her day Saturday baking dozens of
cookies for us to snack on since we weren’t doing
a proper lunch (and for allowing me to test-run
the course in her MINI Cooper Saturday night…
you should really thank me for letting all that pesky
noise out of your tires, they should be silent forever
now!)  And, of course, to everyone who came out,
had fun, and did their part to get us through the
day.  I promise this will not be the last EnduroCross!
Many thanks especially to Bill and Willemina
Flowers for hauling the trailer out for us.
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The Loose Nut: Gearhead Miata Ramblings
by Kevin Morrison

On first-generation Miatas, a common place for
an oil leak to develop is on the back side of the
engine, at the crank-angle sensor. This sensor sits
on the back end of the cams (intake cam on
’90-’93, exhaust cam on ’94-’97) and tells the
ECU where the crankshaft is in its rotation. The
ECU uses this information to time the spark plug
ignition. The sensor has a shaft that engages into
a recess on the back of the cam cover, with a
rotor with “ears” or “dogs” that engage a slot
on the end of the camshaft. On the shaft there is
a rubber o-ring that prevents engine oil from
seeping out. Over time this o-ring gets hard and
no longer seals well enough to prevent leaks.

Some unscrupulous shops (none around here
that I know of) have reportedly charged people
upwards of $200 to replace this $2 part. The o-
ring should be replaced regularly, every 30 to 60
thousand miles. Save yourself some money and
do it yourself. It’s pretty simple, but can be
frustrating due to the limited access to the back
of the engine.  You can get a new o-ring from a
dealership or mail order it from one of the many
Miata aftermarket vendors.

Continued on page 6



SUNRIDERS MIATA CLUB OF
TAMPA BAY
2005 Officers

President
LoAn Nguyen

(topless@sunriders.com)

Vice-President
Loren Williams

(loren@sunriders.com)

Treasurer
Jonathan Veilhaber

(jonathan.veilhaber@whitesandworks.com)

Secretary
Kathy Davis

(kathy@sunriders.com)

Past-President
Joe Wessling (joe@sunriders.com)

Board Member, Newsletter Editor
Kevin Morrison

(kevin1@sunriders.com)

Board Member
Ralph Till

Board Member
Dan Rasp

(dan@sunriders.com)

P.O. Box 26071
Tampa, FL 33623-6071

Stuff the Lawyers make us say: All opinions ex-
pressed in this newletter are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
SunRiders Miata Club, Miata Club of America,
Mazda Motors, or the Board of Directors of any of
these organizations.  Technical advice given is
based on the writers' experience with their par-
ticular cars.  Unless otherwise stated, these pro-
cedures are not "Factory Approved".  SunRiders
assumes no responsibility for the use or misuse of
any information presented herein.  Use any infor-
mation at your own risk.  Some assembly re-
quired, batteries not included.  Keep away from
small children and point away from face when
lighting.
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NEW MEMBERS!

Please extend a warm
welcome to our newest
members:

Albert Wiker

Christine Huddle

Erica Clark

Scott Radvin

Steve Frank

Remember, new members
to join as of January 1s t  of
this year receive a compli-
mentary name badge.
Please contact LoAn
(topless@sunriders.com)
to place your order. Addi-
tional name badges can be
ordered at only $3.00
each.

Sun Rider Birthdays
September

Loren Williams (9/2)

Shelley Perfect (9/28)

October

Mike Munford (10/7)

Ralph Till (10/7)

Dick DeBoer (10/8)

Mark Cookman (10/9)

Maggie Seymour (10/9)

Vinnie Lucido (10/13)

Kathy Davis (10/14)

Dan Rasp (10/21)

John Peppi (10/27)

Happy Birthday, Y'all.

Visit us on the Web!
At www.sunriders.com you

can see the latest event
schedule, update your mem-
ber information, and partici-

pate in our web forum
where you can get answers
to tech questions or just
chat about your car.  Not

yet a member?  You can join
and pay online!
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Saturday, October 1 - Trip
to the East Coast.  Former
Sun Riders Ed and Tammy Link
have invited us for a visit. Con-
tact Ilona Wessling for details
(redmiata02@juno.com)

Saturday, October 8 - Picnic
at Picnic Shelter No. 9, at Ander-
son Park in northern Pinellas
County, Noon to 6 pm. The club
will provide hamburgers and
hotdogs, along with condiments,
ice, drinks, paper products, etc.
We will ask participants to bring
a side dish or dessert. Please
contact Judy Michaels ( Picnic
Menu Coordinator) at
dn_mchls@yahoo.com to sign up
your dish!!

Saturday, October 15 -
Autocross at St. Pete College,
Allstate Campus.  See
www.sunridersmotorsports.com
for details.

Wednesday, October 19 -
Monthly Meeting - location TBA.

Sunday, October 30 - Sunday
brunch run.  An old tradition
returns. We'll meet at St. Pete
College Allstate Campus at
10am and head south to Siesta
Key for an early lunch.  Expect
about a 90 minute drive and $10-
$15 for lunch.

Wednesday, November 16 -
Monthly Meeting - location TBA.
This is the meeting in which we
will hold our annual elections.
Please plan to attend.

1) You have to remove the crank angle sensor. It is held in place
by a single long-headed 12mm bolt. You will need a 12mm box-
end wrench with a slightly angled head. The longer the better.
A 12-point wrench will make it a lot easier than a 6-point be-
cause of the limited space.

2)Before you touch anything, use a sharp instrument, like a file,
to mark the position of the CAS. You must return it to the same
position or your timing will be off. If you know how and don’t
mind setting the timing afterward, using a timing light, don’t
worry about marking it.  There’s a wire harness plugged into the
CAS. Unplug it and move it out of the way.

3) Ok, reach back there with your 12-point, 12mm, angled box-
end wrench and get it on the bolt. It’s very tight back there.
Loosen the bolt. Be careful not to turn it the wrong way. It’s
“lefty loosy”, but you’re working backwards, so it’s easy to go
the wrong way. It is possible to strip this bolt and you really
don’t want to go there.

4) Remove the bolt and put it somewhere safe. The CAS is now
free and with a little wiggling, you should be able to pull it out
the back of the cam cover. Be very careful here. You need to
note the position of the drive dogs upon removing the CAS
from the engine. It will only go back in one way. There is a small
notch on one of the “ears”. Note its position and remember
which way it goes when you try to put it back in.

5) See the o-ring? It’s probably hard as a rock, which is why it’s
leaking.

6) You’ll notice that the CAS is in your hand, behind the engine,
but you can’t get it out because it’s too big. That’s ok, you
don’t really need to get it out. You can replace the o-ring while
holding the CAS in your hand behind the engine. It’s tight and
awkward, but it can be done. If you really want the CAS out of
there so you can work on it easier, you may be able to weasel it
out. You may also have to loosen the coil pack and maybe
some of the brake lines to move them out of the way. It’s up to
you whether you want to mess with all of that. It does make
removing the old o-ring and installing the new one easier.
7) Get the old o-ring off. Put the new one on. This will be self-
explanatory.
8) Now the fun part. Remember how the “ears” on the drive
dog were oriented, put it that way, and slide the CAS back into
the recess it came from. It will be very tight because of the new
o-ring. Smear some motor oil on it to make it easier. The ears
have to be perfectly lined up for them to go back in all the
way, so just fiddle around with it until it “snicks” into place. This
could take a few minutes. You may have to push really hard.

9) Put the bolt back in, line up the reference mark you made
earlier, and then tighten the bolt down snug. Don’t put monster
torque on it. Plug the harness back in.

That’s it. You just saved yourself $200. Go buy some lottery
tickets, or send some money to me to celebrate.

O-ring replacement, Continued from page 4
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The Evolution of SunRiders Motorsports

Continuing a move towards separation from the SunRiders that began over three
years ago, 22 SunRiders members who are most active in autocross held a meeting
after the September 11th   autocross and decided to take advantage of an op-
portunity.  The opportunity before us is to join the Florida Division of the National
Auto Sports Association (NASA) and become their Tampa area autocross chapter.
After much discussion of the pros and cons, the decision was unanimous to pursue
this opportunity that will allow our program to grow and flourish.

Those of us who have been involved with SunRiders Motorsports for a few years or
more truly appreciate the SunRiders club allowing the motorsports program to
evolve to include the non-Miata-owning members that it needed to survive the
past few years.  Likewise, we hope that the SunRiders club appreciates the finan-
cial support that motorsports has been able to provide over the years.

At the October 2nd Board of Directors meeting, representatives of the motorsports
program will be officially requesting that they be allowed to part company with
the SunRiders club with the autocross equipment and a portion of the cash re-
serves that have been generated by the motorsports program over the years.  Any
and all club members are invited to attend this meeting to join in the discussion
and guide the board in deciding how to proceed in this matter.

From the Motorsports group:  Thank you!  So long, and thanks for all the good times.

Chad Sutton



Visit the club's web page at www.sunriders.com

Participate in the forums: www.sunriders.com/forums/

Renew or join online: www.sunriders.com/membership.html

Sun Riders Miata Club of Tampa Bay

P.O. Box 26071
Tampa, FL 33623-6071


